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May 1, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Peter King     
U.S. House of Representatives        
339 Cannon House Office Building      
Washington, DC 20515      
 
Dear Representative King, 
 
On behalf of the Alliance for Biosecurity, we write today in strong support of your bill, the First 
Responder Anthrax Preparedness Act (H.R. 1300). This bill would better protect public health by 
providing first responders with access to essential vaccines, therapeutics, and antimicrobials 
from the nation’s strategic national stockpile (SNS). Ensuring first responders have access to 
critical medical products that will protect them from a disease outbreak or intentional chemical, 
biological, radiological, or nuclear (CBRN) attack will allow them to effectively carry out their 
mission to protect the public.  
 
Congress established the SNS at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to 
provide a supply of large quantities of essential medicines and other medical supplies to states 
and communities during an emergency within 12 hours of the federal decision to deploy. The 
Alliance supports this legislation’s effort to expand access to those products for first responders. 
It is also important that funding for the SNS is maintained in order to replenish existing supplies 
and add additional products to the stockpile. 
 
In combination, the Biomedical Advanced Research Development Authority (BARDA), the 
Strategic National Stockpile Fund (SNS), and the Special Reserve Fund (SRF) have dramatically 
increased the nation’s ability to respond to biological agents such as anthrax, smallpox or 
pandemic influenza and significantly advanced development of radiation injury mitigators 
towards emergency use-readiness. A key part of the preparedness equation is the ability for first 
responders and health care workers to have access to the products they need to protect 
themselves as they work to manage disease outbreaks. The impact that disease outbreaks can 
have on this population is evident in the ongoing Ebola outbreak in West Africa where nearly 
500 health care workers have died of the disease.  
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Biosecurity companies tackle some very complex scientific puzzles, which are no less 
challenging than those faced by the biopharmaceutical sector as a whole but face a much more 
limited market. The SNS represents a commitment on the part of the government to procure the 
product necessary to protect our national interests, and encourage further innovation by the 
private sector. A combined and concerted effort among government agencies has greatly 
improved our preparedness capabilities over the last decade, and continued recognition of these 
programs’ utility should highlight the significant progress made to protect the security of our 
nation. 
 
Again, we appreciate your support of the programs that contribute to greater public health 
security and ensure preparedness against biological threats. The Alliance for Biosecurity stands 
ready to help you and your staff in any way possible. If you should have any questions please 
contact Maureen Hardwick (202-230-5133, Maureen.Hardwick@dbr.com) or Rebecca McGrath 
(202-230-5679, Rebecca.McGrath@dbr.com ). 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Elisabeth Posillico, President & CEO, Elusys Therapeutics, Inc. 
 

 
 
Paul Chaplin, President & CEO, Bavarian Nordic, A/S 
 
Co-Chairs, Alliance for Biosecurity 
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